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Dear Families

This week, we began with the Parable of the Wedding Banquet from Matthew's Gospel. It is
another of those parables that can feel rather challenging at first, but it carries an important
message about how we respond to the invitations we are given. It is not simply enough to say that
we want to be part of something; we have to show that commitment through our actions.

This has been a consistent theme in our assemblies over recent weeks: actions, not just words. At
the beginning of term, we reflected on our school prayer and, in particular, the words of St Francis:
"It is in giving that we receive." I think this is one of the most beautiful ideas we can teach our
children. We all know that wonderful feeling when we give someone a present we have chosen
carefully, knowing just how much they will love it. There is a particular joy in making somebody else
happy. We receive something ourselves through the simple act of giving.

It is the same with being part of a community. When we give our time, kindness, that little
encouragement to somebody else, we strengthen our relationships and our own sense of
belonging. It feels good to be part of something bigger than ourselves, and it feels even better
when we know we are contributing to it.

I see this around Greyfriars every single day.

Even as we are in the penultimate week of term, when everyone is beginning to feel a little tired,
there is still so much love and joy in our school. I am enormously proud of the way our students
look after one another, encourage one another and work for the good of the whole community.
And perhaps the greatest test of this is not when everything is going well, but when something goes
wrong. Being able to acknowledge our mistakes, repair relationships and begin again is what makes
a community strong. It is what the Greyfriars Way looks like in practice.

We have certainly had a week full of energy and opportunities to participate. Yesterday, some of
our Year 10 and Year 11 students enjoyed a fantastic day of Formula 1 fun and action. It was
wonderful to see the enthusiasm and excitement that these opportunities bring to school life. We
work hard to make sure that learning is enriched by experiences that allow students to discover
new interests, work together and enjoy being part of Greyfriars.

We are also looking forward to our House Assemblies next week, and students have been busy
preparing to lead them. Our House system is such an important part of our school community,
giving students opportunities to take responsibility and find their voice. I love seeing students take

Continued on the next page…
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ownership of these moments; they remind us that leadership is not simply about having a title, but
about what we give to others. I am especially pleased by students who actively seek out
opportunities, even when they are a bit nervous.

place where students feel welcome, and where they actively contribute to making school a happy
place for others.

That does not happen by accident. It happens because people give something of themselves; their
time, their enthusiasm, their creativity and their care.

As we move towards the final week of this half term, I am reminded once again how fortunate we
are to have such a wonderful community. We are not perfect, and we do not always get everything
right, but there is an extraordinary amount of goodness here. I see it in our classrooms, corridors,
playgrounds, library and in the many small interactions that make up a school day.

It is in giving that we receive. I hope that this is something our students will carry with them far
beyond Greyfriars.

Our next little project is of course the Christmas Fair! Get ready to hear about that and save the
date – Saturday 5th December.

Thank you, as always, for the part you play in our school community. I hope you all have a lovely
and restful, and sunny weekend.

Lyndsey Caldwell 
Headteacher

Another wonderful example of student leadership can be found
in our library. We now have a fantastic team of student
librarians who work on a rota to help support reading and the
everyday life of the library. I am enormously grateful to Ms
Brett and to all the students who give their time to make it such
a vibrant and welcoming place.

And what a place it is! Alongside the books and reading, there
seems to be an entire industry of badge-making, bookmarks,
guessing competitions, Lego, Uno and all manner of other joys.
It is full of activity and laughter. I sometimes think our library
captures something particularly special about Greyfriars: it is a.
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
This is the type of relationship that the Father offers us: he calls us to stay with him, leaving us the
possibility to accept or not accept [the invitation]. He does not propose to us a relationship of
subjection, but rather of fatherhood and sonship, which is necessarily conditioned by our free assent.
God is very respectful regarding freedom; very respectful. Saint Augustine uses a very beautiful
expression in this regard, saying: “He who created us without our help will not save us without our
consent” (Sermonclxix, 13). And certainly not because he does not have the capacity to do so — God
is omnipotent! — but because, being love, he respects our freedom fully. God proposes: he does not
impose. Never. (Pope Francis, Angelus, 15 October 2023)

Gospel | Matthew 22:1-14
Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of the 
people in parables, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be 
likened to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son. He 
dispatched his servants to summon the invited guests to the 
feast, but they refused to come. A second time he sent other 
servants, saying, 'Tell those invited: "Behold, I have prepared 
my banquet, my calves and fattened cattle are killed, and 
everything is ready; come to the feast."' Some ignored the

invitation and went away, one to his farm, another to his business. The rest laid hold of his servants, 
mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged and sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, 
and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, 'The feast is ready, but those who were invited were not 
worthy to come. Go out, therefore, into the main roads and invite to the feast whomever you find.' The 
servants went out into the streets and gathered all they found, bad and good alike, and the hall was filled 
with guests. But when the king came in to meet the guests, he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding 
garment.  The king said to him, 'My friend, how is it that you came in here without a wedding garment?' But 
he was reduced to silence. Then the king said to his attendants, 'Bind his hands and feet, and cast him into 
the darkness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.' Many are invited, but few are 
chosen."

Lord, you offer freedom to all people.  We pray for those in prison.
Break the bonds of fear and isolation that exist.  Support with your love prisoners and their families 
and friends, prison staff and all who care.  Heal those who have been wounded by the activities of 

others, especially the victims of crime.  Help us to forgive one another.  To act justly, love mercy and 
walk humbly together with Christ in His strength and in His Spirit, now and every day. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES
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Catholic Life | Mr Greer
This week was Prison's Week across the world. Christians from all over prayed for prisoners, their
families, and the criminal justice system. At school, we watched a video about Prison's Week in our
Forms, and thought about those affected. We also considered the prisons we make for ourselves in
our own hearts. The prayers we gathered around the school were for the liberation and restoration
of dignity for all those who have been affected by some type of imprisonment.

Other than that, we've just been preparing for our upcoming Youlbury trip. We leave next Thursday!
More details to follow for those who have signed up.

Message for Year 8 and Year 9 | Mrs Reddy
It has been another fantastic week for our Year 8 and Year 9 students! This week’s assembly focused
on healthy relationships, reminding us all of the importance of feeling safe, respected and valued,
and ensuring we help others feel the same within our school community.

It has been wonderful to see students putting this message into practice through small but
meaningful acts of kindness. We celebrate Muhammad for volunteering to help classmates who
were struggling with maths problems. Well done, Muhammad, for helping your peers feel
successful!

Mr McBain is delighted with Niall F and Iliam for their fantastic commitment, effort and hard work in
maths. Well done, boys! Keep up the excellent work!

Congratulations to all students with 100% attendance

Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing support.

Keep on striving to be a better version of yourself 
Y8 and Y9!

Year 8 Year 9

Sarah Anne-Marie

Muhammed Mason

Mia Ganuli

Bella Niall

Shashwat Alex

Isma Zabrina

Kai Esther

Iliam Francis

Esther Elissa

Charlie Miu Miu

Students 
leading the 

way this 
week

And finally, Sara who always takes the time to
ask me how my day is going. Thank you, Sara,
for your thoughtfulness and for always
brightening my day!

These little moments make a big difference.
Well done, everyone!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth Form News Ms McCabe
Y13 PPEs
Year 13 start their PPE exams on Monday 10th November and will run until Friday 20th. This
morning all Y13 had a workshop with IntoUniversity on time management and mental wellbeing
during exam periods. Students said the advice was really helpful with lots of practical strategies for
managing pressure and dealing with procrastination during this time. A letter will be sent home to
parents next week with more information about PPEs and arrangements for Y13 during this period.

Sixth Form Attendance
Attendance in Sixth Form continues to improve. We are really proud of our Y12 and Y13 and their
commitment to their studies. It is a brilliant sign that students understand the change in
responsibility at KS5 and that success lies in taking responsibility for their learning. These are good
routines and habits to build from early on in the year.

Finally...
We say a fond farewell to Mrs Kiran on Wednesday as she goes on maternity leave. We look
forward to congratulating her on her new addition to the family and to welcoming her back to
school next year.

Axiom Maths Problem
of the Week! | Mr
McCutcheon
The marks have completely rubbed 

out on Ian’s 6 cm ruler!
He still wants to use this ruler to 
draw lines measuring 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
and 6 cm.  He wants to use the 

minimum number of marks. Where 
could he redraw the marks on the 
ruler? Hope many marks does he 

need to draw?

Save the Date!

Dialogue Society Oxford, 
in partnership with 
Greyfriars Catholic 

School, invites you to 
the Friendship Dinner, a 

special evening 
celebrating friendship, 
diversity, and mutual 
understanding across 

Oxfordshire’s faith and 
non-faith communities.

More information and 
the link to register will 
be sent in due course.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 7 | Mr
Cunningham
We are almost there! As we head into the last week
of term, we wanted to take a moment to say well
done to every single Y7 student. Getting through
your first term of secondary school is no small thing
— it has been a busy, and at times challenging few
weeks, and you have met it all with real resilience
and a great attitude. You should be very proud of
yourselves.

It has also been wonderful to see so many students
getting involved in the life of Greyfriars beyond the
classroom. Whether singing in the vocal group,
turning out for football club, taking on the
responsibility of being a librarian, or serving as a
Catholic Life ambassador- your enthusiasm continues
to impress us!

A special mention this week goes to our Y7 boys,
who represented the school with real determination
in Thursday's football fixture. The score line may not
have gone our way, but they played with effort and
pride. Well done! If you would like to be considered
for selection for upcoming matches, please speak to
Mr Cunningham or Mr Dunne.

Weekly Book Review by
Lian

Hibba 104
Isreal 64

Konstantinos 43
Pedro 38
James 36
Dylan 36
Alison 35

Michael 33
Macourley 32

7PJE 546
7CHO 415
7RHO 394
7LLP 239

Hibba has broken 
records this week, 

with over 100 
achievement points, 

fantastic work!

I thought this
novel was quite
insightful overall
but also for
feminism. We
follow Miss
Shibata as she
fakes a pregnancy
and sees how
differently she’s
treated. There’s a
bluntness or perhaps dead pan manner of
speaking in this novel which helps the
overall tone.

Understanding Miss Shibata as a character
is almost a reflection of her growing
‘pregnancy’, chapter titles are said in
weeks like how one would describe how
far along they are. You understand her
isolation, her lack of community and
support and tend to feel a subtle sort of
joy when she finally is able to reach out of
her drought and does things that give her
happiness and friends even if most of this
self discovery comes out of a fake
pregnancy.

By the end, lines of truths and lies seem to
blur and although it gets slightly confusing
most likely due to translational differences
, the fact that the ending is left ambiguous
with no clear cut answer is appropriate for
Miss Shibata’s entire discovery, in my
opinion.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Library News | Mrs Brett

Don’t like the look of the new arrivals? Then check out our other displays. Better yet, come and ask
me about the SECRET MISSION- Operation: READ, REVIEW, REAP THE REWARDS. But do not tell
anyone what it’s about - it’s a secret for a reason.

Hello fellow travellers of the page! Can you believe we’re about to begin
our last week of the term? No, neither can I! However, I am looking
forward to having just a little bit more time to curl up with a new book for
a week. I bet you are too! That’s why we have been purchasing many
great new reads that you can borrow any time! Come and have a browse!

You know how I love rewarding
reading? I thought that we should
give our Sparx Gold Readers a
reason to keep their titles :). From
now on, everybody who is a Gold
Reader will receive 50 Achievement
Points as an incentive to keep
going. But that’s not all - the 50
points will be awarded at the end of
the first week of each term, as well
as another 50 at the beginning of
the last week. Yes, you’re correct -
that’s potentially 100 points in your
pocket each term :).

Finally, our Author in 
Spotlight this term is… 

DAME MALORIE 

BLACKMAN.

Come up to the library 
and see if you can 
answer any more 

questions about this 
amazing author. On 

Friday next week, we 
will host a Kahoot! 
Quiz to check your 
(newly acquired) 

knowledge :).

This is the last reminder about the UNITE poetry competition by Young
Writers! Entries have to be in by Wednesday next week. Have a poem
sitting in your head? Extract it, bring it to the library, earn 50
achievement points, and become a published author!

Now, do you think there are any changes on 
the Reading Championship leader board?

Have a fantastical (yes, I used the word 

deliberately) weekend😊.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for KS4 | Mr Weedon
It has been another great week for our Year 10 and Year 11 students, and it has been wonderful to see
so many examples of positive attitudes, personal growth and commitment to learning.

Year 10 – Learning, Aspirations and the Common Good
Year 10 have had a great week of lessons and took part in an assembly focused on the common good
and the importance of being the best version of themselves, both for their own development and for
the benefit of those around them. This was a valuable opportunity to reflect on how our choices,
actions and attitudes can make a positive difference to others and our wider community.

It has been particularly encouraging to see students attending P6 revision club and proactively
approaching their teachers to request revision notes and additional resources. These are excellent
habits that will help them feel more confident and prepared for their upcoming assessments.

We are incredibly proud of the effort and determination Year 11 are showing. As we approach half-
term, we encourage parents and carers to continue supporting students in establishing a manageable
revision routine, while also ensuring they have time to rest and recharge.

Thank you for your continued support. It is a pleasure to see our students embracing opportunities,
working hard and developing into confident, thoughtful and ambitious young people.

Wishing all our families a lovely weekend!

We were also delighted to welcome F1, who provided an exciting and
engaging experience for some of our students. They had the opportunity
to build, create teams and race, while learning more about the wide
range of career opportunities available within Formula 1. It was fantastic
to see students developing their teamwork, problem-solving and
communication skills, while exploring potential future career pathways.
A small group of Year 11 students also took part, which was exciting to
watch!

Year 11 – Focus, Commitment and Preparation
Year 11 have been excellent this term, and their commitment to their
learning continues to shine through. With their PPEs taking place just
after half-term, students are beginning to show real maturity and
responsibility in their approach to revision.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Restaurant Menu for Term 2 Safeguarding | Mr Daly
Tellmi is an app designed to support young people
with their mental health.

It is for 11-18 year olds and completely free!

It provides young people in Oxfordshire with 365-
day access to a space where they can discuss their
feelings anonymously, with in-house counsellors
intervening to support high-risk users when
needed.

They also have access to over 700 crisis
specialists, and local support services through the
Tellmi Directory.

The app can be downloaded at Google Play or the
App Store. The webapp can be accessed at
Tellmi.app.

To find out more visit Tellmi’s website.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?hl=en_GB&id=com.engagecraft.meetwo
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/meetwo/id1192707038
https://tellmi.app/landing
http://www.tellmi.help/
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Attendance at Greyfriars
At Greyfriars Catholic School, our priority is to ensure that every student has the
opportunity to flourish individually and collectively. Consistent attendance plays a vital
role in this success and we have high expectations for all pupils, with the aim of
achieving 100% attendance.

Every day in school counts.

For more information on our attendance policy and details of how to notify the school of your 
child’s absence or indeed, to request a term time absence, please follow the link below which will 
take you to our attendance page on the school website:

Attendance

School Lunch Accounts
Please remember to regularly check your child
has enough funds in their ParentPay lunch
accounts and if this is running low please top up.
Students will be unable to purchase food in the
restaurant if they do not have enough funds in
their account.

Please note that we are a cashless school and
cannot accept cash for lunch payments.

If you are having trouble accessing your
ParentPay account, please contact the school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/parents/free-school-meals/home-school-agreement/new-page
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National Changes to Free School Meals 
from September 2026

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

The current transitional protection arrangements for Free School
Meals will end in July 2026. This means that pupils who are
currently receiving FSM will not automatically remain eligible
from September 2026. To continue receiving Free School Meals,
families will need to meet the revised eligibility criteria.

Expanded Eligibility from September 2026
From September 2026, all children living in households that receive Universal Credit will be eligible
for Free School Meals, regardless of household income.

If you believe that your child is eligible for free school meals, please complete the following

Google Form: Free School Meals Registration Form

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjCIlqtYVAW6KTEJdLfOpmu9N5rL-u5Czqf8oGIqtvhxgEhQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=114880101753819360032
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Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 20 October | PFMAC Concert

Thursday 22 October | Year 11(X) Rushall Farm Trip

Thursday 22  – Saturday 24 October | Youlbury Retreat

Friday 23 October | Year 11(Y) Rushall Farm Trip

Monday 26  – Friday 30 October | Half Term

Monday 2 November | Term 2 Begins

Friday 6 November | Peterhouse Outreach for Year 11

Wednesday 11 November | Remembrance Service 

Greyfriars Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars
Catholic School, please email our School Business
Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-
us/vacancies or visit: to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link.

DONATE

Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Vacancies

https://www.birminghamdioces
e.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/

jobs

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/jobs
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Donnington Doorstep Family Centre has 

reopened its free Youth Club for young people 

in OX4.

We offer a safe, welcoming space with 

activities, support, and a free hot meal each 

session.

Open Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Please see our poster for parental permission 

details.

PARENTS to COMPLETE FORM

YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out 

form 

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=NhOtH3DkOEqi_X-gJiFfeLNoWr5d-85JuBgsozpLQYJUQ0YyQ1c5MEVNM0JUWDU0VjJZR01VNTVWQi4u&route=shorturl
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