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Dear Families

It has been wonderful to have everyone back for our first full week of the new school year. There is
something very special about seeing the school return to its familiar rhythms and routines;
classrooms full, friendships renewed and the usual energy and joy of Greyfriars returning after the
summer.

We have been particularly delighted with our newest cohort. Year 7 have been wonderful. They are
settling in brilliantly and beginning to find their place within our school family. It is fair to say,
however, that they are also exhausted! Starting secondary school takes an enormous amount of
energy. There are new names, faces, classrooms, routines, traditions and new friendships to
navigate; and that is before we even get to the subjects they are learning. I suspect there will be
some very good sleeping this weekend!

This week, we have returned to our school mission: to champion each and every student so they
flourish individually and collectively. These words matter enormously to us, but they cannot simply
be words on a wall. If this is genuinely our mission, then it must be something experienced by every
member of our community.

In our reflections in assembly, we have returned to St Thérèse of Lisieux and her 'Little Way', which
has such an important influence on the Greyfriars Way. Her message reminds us that extraordinary
things can grow from small, ordinary acts carried out with great love. We have also considered the
words of St Irenaeus: ‘The glory of God is a human being fully alive.’ That is a huge idea; almost
incomprehensible. What does it really mean to be fully alive? What does it mean to flourish? And,
importantly for us, what does it mean to champion someone else so that they can flourish too?

Continued on the next page…

We explored this through the example of the
British women's 4 x 100m relay team and
their gold-medal-winning performance. There
is so much individual talent in a relay, but
nobody wins one alone. We watched the
precision of the baton changes and thought
about the hours of practice needed to make
those transitions look effortless. Most
strikingly, though, we watched the joy at the finish. These incredible athletes did not simply
celebrate their own success; they celebrated one another. They won as individuals and as a team.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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One of the athletes, wonderfully named Success, gave us another example of what it means to be a
champion. Alongside competing at the highest level in athletics, she has pursued a career in
midwifery. What an extraordinary example to give our students: ambition and determination in
pursuit of your own goals, alongside a vocation centred on caring for and supporting others.

That is what we mean by being a champion at Greyfriars. Work hard. Be ambitious. Discover what
you are capable of. But look around you too. Encourage others, celebrate their successes and help
them discover what they are capable of. We flourish individually and collectively.

I have loved beginning the year with this message. I am looking forward to a year filled with
celebration; seeing our students discover the champion within themselves, but also learning to be
champions for one another.

Finally, please remember our upcoming Meet the Form Tutor Evening: 6pm 24th September. This
is something a little different that we do at Greyfriars. It is not a traditional parents' evening; it is an
opportunity, right at the beginning of the year, to meet the person who has an important daily role
in your child's school life, to make those small connections between home and school, and to
strengthen our sense of being one school family. We very much look forward to welcoming you.

For now, I wish everyone a restful weekend; particularly our Year 7s! We look forward to seeing
everyone on Monday, refreshed and ready for another week.

Lyndsey Caldwell

If you would like to see the video, here is the link

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/athletics/videos/ce8llyzyj27o

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/athletics/videos/ce8llyzyj27o
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
In today’s Gospel Jesus points to a gradual approach: first, speak to him again with two or three
others, the better to help him realise what he has done; if, in spite of this, he still refuses to
listen, it is necessary to tell the community; and if he refuses to listen even to the community, he
must be made to perceive that he has cut himself off. Each person, aware of his own limitations
and shortcomings, is called to accept fraternal correction and to help others with this specific
service. Another fruit of love in the community is unanimous prayer. The Lord guarantees his
presence to the community — even if it is very small — which is united and in agreement,
because this reflects the very reality of the Triune God, perfect communion of love.

Gospel | Matthew 18:15—20
Jesus said to his disciples: "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his 
fault between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have won over your 
brother. If he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, so that 
'every fact may be established on the testimony of two or three witnesses.' If 
he refuses to listen to them, tell the church. If he refuses to listen even to the 
church, then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector. Amen, I say to 
you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again, amen, I say to you, if two of 
you agree on earth about anything for which they are to pray, it shall be 
granted to them by my heavenly Father. For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them."

The Prayer of St. Francis (School Prayer)

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;

where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light;

where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that we receive,

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying 
that we are born to eternal life.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Catholic Life | Mr Greer
Welcome back to school! This week, we've kicked off Catholic Life by sending the Chaplaincy Team
to visit form groups and lead prayer. The Chaplaincy Team is a group of 12 students, ranging from
Year 10 to Year 13, who lead Catholic Life Ambassadors within the school. They are role models for
Catholic Social Teaching, our school values, and they help everyone feel included in the prayer and
liturgy of the school. It's been wonderful for our younger students to see them in action this week,
praying with confidence and care. Next week, all students will have a chance to join the Catholic Life
Ambassador team. They will sign up in form time. Looking forward to the year ahead!

Message for Year 8 and Year 9 | Mrs Reddy
A huge welcome back to our brilliant Year 8 and Year 9 students! It has been fantastic to see you
back, refreshed, looking smart and ready to hit the ground running. From day one, we have been
impressed by your correct uniform, great equipment and positive learning attitudes. Keep it up,
we’re excited to see what you can achieve this year!

Year 8 Year 9

Mia Demi

Abi Britania

Aleksandra Nolan

Alfie Taryn

Gerald Ricardito

Ludozio Sophie

Simao Isaac

Oreoluwa Penelope

Tonocio Joshua

Niall Chloe

Students leading the way so farRemember: No Phones!

Phones must be switched off and safely
tucked away in bags for the whole school
day. Students can also hand phones in at
Main Reception. If a phone is seen or heard,
it will be confiscated and a parent/carer will
need to collect it from the Head after school.

Let’s make this a brilliant year!

Congratulations to all students with 100% 
attendance

Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing 
support.

Keep on striving to be a better version of 
yourself Y8 and Y9!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.GREYFRIARS SCHOOL OPEN EVENING
Thursday 1st October 2026 6pm to 8pm

Come and see what it is like to be part of our school community here at Greyfriars.
Our Open Evening is an opportunity to explore Greyfriars and meet our staff and 

students.
No need to book — just come along!

HEADTEACHER'S WELCOME
Ms Caldwell, Headteacher, will speak at 6.05pm in the Main Hall.

OPEN MORNINGS
Following our Open Evening, we also hold Open Mornings, where prospective students and their 

families are warmly invited to come and see us in action during a normal school day.

2026 OPEN MORNINGS
Monday 5th October | Tuesday 6th October | Wednesday 7th October

TOURS
8.50am and 9.50am

Tours are available at both times on each day.

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL
Please contact Reception to reserve your place.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING 
YOU TO GREYFRIARS!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for KS4 | Mr Weedon
We hope that everyone had a wonderful and restful summer break and has returned to school
feeling refreshed and ready for the year ahead. It has been fantastic to see our KS4 students make
such a strong start to the new academic year. There is a real sense of purpose and determination
across both year groups as students begin to prepare for the opportunities ahead.

Year 11 – Setting Goals and Reaching Targets
For our Y11s, this is an important year as they work towards their GCSE examinations. We are
encouraging every student to set clear, realistic goals and to think carefully about the steps they
need to take to achieve their targets. Success will come through consistent effort, positive attitudes
and a willingness to seek support when needed. Every lesson, every piece of work and every revision
session is an opportunity to move one step closer to their goals. We look forward to seeing our Y11
students rise to the challenge.

Year 10 – Beginning the GCSE Journey
For our Y10s, this marks the beginning of their GCSE journey. They are starting to understand what
GCSE life involves and are becoming increasingly familiar with the expectations, responsibilities and
commitment required. This is an important time for students to begin thinking about their future
choices and the pathways available to them. We encourage them to be curious, and take ownership
of their learning as they begin to build the foundations for the next stage of their education.

Looking Ahead
It has been a very positive start from both year groups, and we are incredibly proud of the attitude
and enthusiasm shown so far. Let us continue to build on this, support one another and flourish in
our individual areas. With hard work, resilience, ambition and a positive mindset, there is no limit to
what our students can achieve.

Here’s to a successful, purposeful and rewarding school year for all our KS4 students!

Well 
done!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 7 | Mr
Cunningham
We want to say a huge, heartfelt well done
to every single one of our new Year 7
students. Starting secondary school is a big
deal — new faces, new classrooms, new
routines — and the way in which this cohort
has thrown themselves into life at Greyfriars
has been truly impressive. They have arrived
each day with positivity, with effort, and
with a willingness to get stuck in that has
made the whole school community proud.

A huge congratulations to 7CHO who have
started off the year brilliantly, receiving 723
achievement points since the start of the
year! However, our top achievement point
scorer for the week was Pedro -
congratulations Pedro.

Pedro 43

Marc 42

Samuel 41

Ahmad 40

Dylan 39

Avery-Jai 39

Saxon 39

Ephraim 39

James 37

Today marks the end of our practice week, so please 
ensure that students arrive on Monday with their full 
uniforms, all their equipment (whiteboard pens are a 

must!), and through the gates by 8:40!

Have a great weekend!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

GENERAL NOTICES

.

Library News | Mrs Brett

However, a library is not just books (although we do have many fantastic ones!). A library is a safe
space where everybody is welcome. It is a space filled with stories, calm activities, games, and
clubs. It is a place where creative minds can be unleashed, and don’t be fooled, we all have creative
minds. We are all artists in one way or another, so why not come to the library to nourish, or
discover your talent.

We are slowly getting back into our library rhythm, and we have so much for you this year. First of

all, if you haven’t yet - come and say ‘hello’. The library is at the top of the Rotunda and, yes, it is

worth climbing all those stairs.

Secondly, join a club, or become a student librarian (or both). It’s a fantastic way

to make new friends and get to know students from other form groups. It’s also a great opportunity

to earn lots of Achievement Points. The sign up sheet is up in the library, so come and have a look

at what's on offer.

I also want to mention our “Welcome to new me” reading challenge.
Borrow a book from the library by the end of next week and you will earn
25 achievement points. Read and review it - another 25 points! I have a
display of some really cool books if you’re not sure what to choose.

If there is a book we don’t have, and you really think we should -
recommend it. Give me the book details and I will do my best to buy it for
the library.

Hello Everyone! Welcome Y7s, and welcome back everybody else :). Oh,
how I missed telling you how awesome reading is. Throughout the year, I
will do my best to encourage, inspire, and slowly build your love of
reading.

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR!
Just ask all the students who have been published so far how wonderful it
feels! We will continue to promote external competitions, like Young
Writers stories and poetry, and some other ones. There are also additional
prizes if you win, so you risk nothing and could gain so much. Whether
you’re a poet, a writer, or consider yourself neither - do give it a go. You
might just discover a great author. Just look at all the books in which
numerous students from our school have already been published.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Library News Continued
Finally, do you have a book that you absolutely love and want to
recommend for others? Let me know and I will add it to our Most
Cherry-shed (deliberate spelling) Reads Tree. Share your love of stories,
so others can enjoy them too.

Now, considering that some of the students don’t yet know about the
Reading Championship, I will take these results and keep working on
improving them. In the meantime, well done to the reigning champions,
9BMO - clearly they are determined to hold on to that trophy!

Have a READventurous😊weekend!

Weekly Book Review | Mrs Brett
This was my first ever review in the Newsletter! And just like I come back
to the novel, I will happily recommend it over and over again. “Anne of
Green Gables” is a heart-warming story that has delighted generations of
readers. It is a tale of an 11-year-old orphan who was adopted by Matthew
and Marilla Cuthbert, elderly siblings living on Prince Edward Island.
Except, upon her arrival, Anne discovered that the Cuthberts were
expecting a boy instead of her. Being a very unique character, Anne wins
them over in no time and is allowed to stay at Green Gables, where many
interesting and often amusing things happen to her.

This beloved classic explores all the dreams, vulnerabilities, and expectations of a child growing up
and sends a beautiful message that everybody deserves to be loved. But, more than that, it is a
gateway to the world of Anne throughout her life, which is portrayed in later novels. I could not
recommend it enough, the entire series is one of my all-time favourites! Come and borrow book 1
from the library! Until next time, fellow readers!
Until next time.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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P6 Club official launch!
On Wednesday, Year 11 students received a special assembly form Dr Rogers called 'Exam Ready
2027'. The key message was:

❖ This is the sprint finish (125 school days left until the first GCSE exam)!

❖ Urgency not panic

❖ Confident not complacent

To support with this Y11 will have exclusive access to the P6 Club starting from Monday 14th
September:

When? Monday-Thursday 15:10 - 16:10

Where? The Library

Who? All year 11 students welcome. Dr Rogers, Mr Weedon and Miss R will be staffing it.

What? An opportunity to work in a quiet space for supported independent study and
homework completion. Students will have access to physical and virtual revision
resources.

Why? Independent study habits are crucial for success in exams. P6 club supports
students to develop these habits in a supported environment.

A register of attendance will be taken and regular attendance at P6 club will count 
towards students' Passport to Prom' (to be launched by Mr Weedon very soon).

Uniform Donations
Thank you to everyone who has already donated
school uniform to the school—we really appreciate
your generosity.

As Year 11 students have finished the school year, we
would be very grateful for any further donations of
good-quality uniform to help support families in our
school community.

Any items can be handed to 
main reception.  Thank you

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Attendance at Greyfriars
At Greyfriars Catholic School, our priority is to ensure that every student has the
opportunity to flourish individually and collectively. Consistent attendance plays a vital
role in this success and we have high expectations for all pupils, with the aim of
achieving 100% attendance.

Every day in school counts.

For more information on our attendance policy and details of how to notify the school of your 
child’s absence or indeed, to request a term time absence, please follow the link below which will 
take you to our attendance page on the school website:

Attendance

School Lunch Accounts
Please remember to regularly check your child
has enough funds in their ParentPay lunch
accounts and if this is running low please top up.
Students will be unable to purchase food in the
restaurant if they do not have enough funds in
their account.

Please note that we are a cashless school and
cannot accept cash for lunch payments.

If you are having trouble accessing your
ParentPay account, please contact the school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/parents/free-school-meals/home-school-agreement/new-page
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National Changes to Free School Meals 
from September 2026

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

The current transitional protection arrangements for Free School
Meals will end in July 2026. This means that pupils who are
currently receiving FSM will not automatically remain eligible
from September 2026. To continue receiving Free School Meals,
families will need to meet the revised eligibility criteria.

Expanded Eligibility from September 2026
From September 2026, all children living in households that receive Universal Credit will be eligible
for Free School Meals, regardless of household income.

If you believe that your child is eligible for free school meals, please complete the following

Google Form: Free School Meals Registration Form

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjCIlqtYVAW6KTEJdLfOpmu9N5rL-u5Czqf8oGIqtvhxgEhQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=114880101753819360032
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Dates for your Diary
Friday 18 September | Alumni Event

Monday 21 September | Citizens UK Leadership Academy Trip

Tuesday 22 September | Tosca at the New Theatre

Thursday 24 September | Welcome Back Mass / Meet the Form Tutor

Wednesday 30 September | Feast of St Francis Mass

Thursday 1 October | Black History Month Begins

Thursday 1 October | Open Evening

Friday 2 October | INSET  Day – No students in school

Greyfriars Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars
Catholic School, please email our School Business
Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-
us/vacancies or visit: to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link.

DONATE

Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Vacancies

https://www.birminghamdioces
e.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/

jobs

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/jobs
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Donnington Doorstep Family Centre has 

reopened its free Youth Club for young people 

in OX4.

We offer a safe, welcoming space with 

activities, support, and a free hot meal each 

session.

Open Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Please see our poster for parental permission 

details.

PARENTS to COMPLETE FORM

YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out 

form 

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=NhOtH3DkOEqi_X-gJiFfeLNoWr5d-85JuBgsozpLQYJUQ0YyQ1c5MEVNM0JUWDU0VjJZR01VNTVWQi4u&route=shorturl


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/

