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Dear Families

As we reach the end of another school year, we began the week reflecting on Jesus' invitation:
"Come to me... and I will give you rest.“

It is a fitting Gospel for the end of a long year. Jesus never promises that life will be easy. He knows
that there will be challenges, moments of exhaustion and times when we wonder whether we have
enough left to give. His promise is something deeper: that faith, community and shared purpose
allow us to find strength, joy and rest, even when life is demanding.

Looking back across this year, I realise that this newsletter, and indeed the collection of newsletters
from the year, stands as a testament to what we have built together as a community. Week after
week they tell the story of a school alive with faith, learning, service and joy. They remind us that
whilst education happens in classrooms, it also happens through relationships, opportunities and
experiences (good and bad).

Continued on the next page…

It has certainly been a warm week, and our students and staff have shown
tremendous resilience once again: Greyfriars grit! They have adapted
brilliantly and have continued to embody the Greyfriars Way with kindness
and determination (but maybe not enthusiasm!).

As I have welcomed our new teachers this week, I have found myself saying
something I genuinely believe: there is no better place to work than a
school. Schools are places of hope. They are places where lives are changed
every single day, often through the smallest of moments. I truly love my job
because every day brings another opportunity to see young people flourish.
Children are hilarious!

This week alone captures so much of what makes Greyfriars special. We
have performed with the Bach Choir in the new Schwartzmann building, we
have made a pilgrimage to St Frideswide's Well, explored history at
Pevensey Castle, visited the Creative Industries, and continued to celebrate
the extensive enrichment opportunities that have become such an
important part of our curriculum. Our beautiful school garden, created
through the vision and dedication of Ms Tokaji and our Enrichment team,
continues to literally flourish, whilst our partnership with Meadow School is
helping students understand how we can work together to create more
sustainable spaces for everyone. We have also had our Art exhibition, which
showed the magnificent work of children, the cooking skills of Ms Awanyo
and the sense of community. It has been a joyful week.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


What struck me most throughout the evening was the overwhelming sense of community. There
was laughter, gratitude, friendship and genuine affection. It reminded me once again that Greyfriars
is not simply a place where students achieve qualifications; it is a place where they belong.

Although we are approaching the end of term, there is still much to look forward to. Our final week
celebrates everything that makes Greyfriars unique: Culture Day, now one of the most iconic events
in our school calendar, Sports Day, and our final day of celebration together. They are wonderful
reminders that participation lies at the heart of who we are. They will all be documented in our new
school year newsletter, again, as testament to the community.

As the summer holidays begin, I hope every family has the opportunity to rest, spend time together
and make happy memories. Please do also take a moment to read the information below about
Donnington Doorstep and the many activities available across the summer.

Finally, thank you. Thank you to our students, whose enthusiasm, kindness and resilience make
Greyfriars such a joyful place to be. They make me smile every day.

Thank you to our staff, whose dedication goes far beyond what is seen. Schools operate so much on
the vocation and good will of others. The people who stay after school to make sure rooms are
decorated or to support families, your work is appreciated and noticed.

Thank you to our families, whose trust, encouragement and partnership make everything we do
possible. Thank you for participating in different events over the year and for sharing your children
with us. We are your school family.

I wish you all a peaceful, restful and joy-filled summer. We look forward to welcoming everyone
back in September, ready to begin another chapter in the Greyfriars story.

Happy holiday.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher
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One of the highlights of the week was undoubtedly our Year 11 Celebration
Evening. It was everything we hoped it would be: speeches that reflected on
the journey our students have taken, joyful dancing, and even a surprise
performance from Ms Shirley, who proved herself to be an outstanding
singer! Perhaps my favourite comment of the evening came from the DJ, who
told us that, having worked at many school leavers' events, Greyfriars was by
far the coolest school he had DJed for. We shall happily accept that accolade!
Here is my now annual selfie with Mr Strachan.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Taking the Lord's yoke upon us means first of all: learning from him. It means always being ready
to go to his school. From him we must learn gentleness and meekness: the humility of God who
shows himself in his being a man. At times we would like to say to Jesus: Lord, your yoke is far
from light. Indeed, it is tremendously heavy in this world. But then looking at the One who bore
everything - who tried out on himself obedience, weakness, suffering, all the darkness -, then
these complaints of ours fade. His yoke is that of loving with him. And the more we love him and
with him become loving people, the lighter becomes his seemingly burdensome yoke (Pope
Benedict XVI, Homily, 5 April 2007).

Gospel | Matthew 11:25—30
At that time Jesus exclaimed: "I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise and 
the learned you have revealed them to little ones. Yes, Father, such has 
been your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my 
Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him." 
"Come to me, all you who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for 
yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light."

Prayer to mark our pilgrimage to St. Frideswide's Well

God of peace and strength, whose abbess Frideswide built a community of 
love and learning with the gifts of the Spirit and in the strong peace that 
comes from you: renew us with healing waters of salvation, increase in us 

courage and resolve and inspire us, like Frideswide, to teach your truth and 
bring hope to your world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Catholic Life | Mr Greer

And finally, 8 of our Catholic Life Ambassadors travelled to London
on Tuesday to join other Young Catholics for celebration of
community organising. We talked about Catholic Social Teaching,
heard what other schools around the country have achieved, and
presented the work of our exhibition. The energy in the room was
inspiring, and we are eager to continue to work with Citizens UK,
Pope Leo, and the Church at large as we bring more justice to the
world.

It's been a busy few weeks for Catholic Life. Last Friday, our Year 7s
went on a rewards trip/retreat to Youlbury. Students spent time in
the great outdoors, having fun in some of the camp's activities and
learning how to work as a team. It was a wonderful time of
community and celebrating the year! We ended the day by walking
over to the Carmelites monastery next door, learning about
Carmelite monks and practicing their time of solitude and silence
with them. It was moving for me to see all of our energetic Year 7s

take a moment to pause, to sit, and to pray as we look from Boar's Hill over the city of Oxford. It was 
deeply meaningful for them as well as for me.

Then, on Monday morning, the BBC hosted, one of our Year 12
students, and Rachel, one of our Governors, for an interview about
our exhibition and campaign for lowering bus prices. We are so
excited for the impact this news attention might bring! The head of
the Oxford Bus Company even agreed to come and visit Greyfriars
in September.

Later that same day, Year 9 and Year 10 students
went on a local pilgrimage to see Godstow
Abbey as well as the well of St. Frideswide in
Binsey. It was a hot day! But in the spirit of a
true pilgrimage, students were patient and
realised that the long walk was for the sake of
something greater than themselves. We had a
silent time of prayer in the church by the well,
and it was powerful to see students having a
moment of stillness / talking with God.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Gardening Enrichment | Miss Tokaji
September 2025

July 2026

Our school's once-neglected garden has been
transformed into a thriving organic growing space
thanks to the hard work and teamwork of students,
staff, and the Woodwork Club.

The project began with everyone working together to
clear weeds, tidy flower beds, remove old materials,
and carefully redesign the area while protecting
existing plants and creating a space that supports
wildlife.

To prepare for planting, students improved the soil by adding compost and other natural materials,
creating healthy growing conditions for vegetables, herbs, and flowers using organic methods.

The Woodwork Club played a key role by designing and building raised beds, planters, and other
wooden features. Their craftsmanship helped create a practical and attractive garden while
developing valuable hands-on skills.

The garden has also been designed to encourage biodiversity, with flowers planted to attract bees,
butterflies, and other pollinators. This has created an important habitat for wildlife and provides
students with opportunities to learn about conservation. Sustainability is at the heart of the project.
Rainwater collection, careful watering techniques, and composting help reduce waste and recycle
nutrients back into the soil.

Today, the garden is a colourful and productive
outdoor space where students can learn about
nature, sustainability, and food production, as
well as enjoy a peaceful place to work and relax.

This fantastic transformation shows what can
be achieved when a school community works
together. Through teamwork, creativity, and a
shared commitment to caring for the
environment, an abandoned area has become a
flourishing space that everyone can enjoy.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Pevensey Bay History Trip | Miss Nash

Message for Sixth Form | Ms McCabe
The final week of term:
Our Y12 have had a busy week back in lessons going through the final feedback from their exams. It
is also really important that next week students collect their summer homework from their teachers
so that they can return ready for the new year. Also coming up next week, we have lots of
celebrations to mark the end of the year. Sixth Form students are a key part of these celebrations
and it is important that they are in school so that we can celebrate their successes and
achievements.

Academic Enrichment
It may be almost the end of term and some people might think it is time to wind down. Not Sixth
Form! We have had a number of students taking advantage of incredible opportunities to build their
engagement with their subjects outside of the curriculum. Zartasha, Zaara, Stuthi and Goodness
spent 2 days on the NHS Microbiology programme. As well as learning about the work of
microbiologists, they were able to carry out their own experiments and research. Bailie has also
been at the Oxford University Neuroscience programme. This is an incredible opportunity to engage
with lecturers, students and see first hand the work that is carried out.

A huge thank you!
The success of Sixth Form depends upon a team of people, the students and the families that
support them. I would like to say thank you to all of the parents who I have met or spoken to on the
phone, and who have worked with me to guide our Y12 and Y13 to be amazing. And, of course, to
the students who have stepped up to the challenges and demands of A Levels and who we have
watched grow throughout the year.

Students enjoyed an enlightening trip to the site of the Battle of Hastings
where they engaged in hands-on learning at the visitor centre weighing
replica shields and exploring the events that unfolded in 1066 by following
the sculpture trail tour.

Students finished the day with quiet contemplation and prayer, listening to
the story of William’s arrival while taking in the sounds and scene of
Pevensey Bay beach.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for KS4 | Mr Weedon
End of Year Message for Year 10
As we come to the end of the academic year, we would like to congratulate all of our Year 10
students on their hard work, resilience, and commitment throughout the year. They have made
excellent progress and should be proud of everything they have achieved.

We hope everyone has a safe, happy, and relaxing summer holiday, taking the opportunity to rest,
recharge, and enjoy time with family and friends. We look forward to welcoming our Year 10
students back in September as they begin the exciting and important journey of Year 11.

Final Achievement Points Board for this Year

Congratulations to Our Year 11 Students
Last night's Year 11 Prom was a tremendous success and a wonderful celebration of our students'
time at school. It was fantastic to see everyone looking so smart and enjoying such a memorable
evening with their friends and teachers. Their behaviour throughout the event was exemplary, and
they were a credit to themselves, their families, and the school.

Thank you to all the staff who worked so hard to organise such a special evening and to parents and
carers for your continued support. We wish all of our Year 11 students every success for the future
and hope they enjoy a safe, relaxing, and well-deserved summer.

Registration form Total Point Awards
10SA 10500
10MJ 10073
10CT 8095

10JOD 7702

Uniform Donations
Thank you to everyone who has already donated school uniform
to the school—we really appreciate your generosity.

As Year 11 students finish the school year, we would be very
grateful for any further donations of good-quality uniform to
help support families in our school community.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Meadow School Enrichment | Miss Crowther
Our final Meadow School Enrichment session of the year took place on Wednesday, and it was a
wonderful way to round off all the work we've done over the past two terms.

During the session, students worked together to explore ideas for transforming the area at the front
of the school into a woodland-inspired space. Their imaginative suggestions included planting a
variety of trees and flowers to create a welcoming environment for both people and pollinators.
Although the project is still in its early planning stages, it was wonderful to see everyone
contributing thoughtful and creative ideas.

The students enjoyed adding their designs to a site map and creating colourful signs ready to be
displayed in the garden next year. As an extra surprise, a group of adorable baby ducklings arrived at
the farm during our visit! The students were delighted to meet them and say hello, and also had the
chance to feed the chickens and goats.

A huge thank you to everyone at the farm for their support, encouragement and the many
wonderful opportunities they have provided our students this year. It has been a pleasure to watch
the students' confidence, teamwork and creativity grow throughout the enrichment, and we are
already looking forward to seeing how their ideas develop when we return next year.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Art Exhibition | Mrs Byrne
What a wonderful afternoon at our GCSE
Art and DT Exhibition 2026.

It was fantastic to come together as a
Greyfriars school community to celebrate
the creativity, talent and hard work of our
Year 11 GCSE Art and DT pupils. Their
dedication and achievements were on full
display, and they should all be incredibly
proud of what they have accomplished.

A huge thank you to Mrs Awanyo, Mr
Thomas, Miss Labiche and Miss Youngs for
preparing the delicious refreshments and
helping to make it such a special Greyfriars
event.

Well done to 
all of our 
talented 

pupils, and 
thank you to 

everyone 
who came 
along to 
support 
them.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Mrs Brett
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Hello Champion Chapter Chompers! Here we are again! I can hardly believe that

summer break is upon us already.

What a year it has been! The library has been so alive this year, it makes my heart

burst. We have been reading, drawing, crafting, playing games, supporting each

other, and working hard.

I want to thank all the 
wonderful student librarians 
who spent their time helping 

me make the library more 
awesome every day!

We are making steady progress, increasing
both the number of borrowers (by 19.46%),
as well as books borrowed (by 26.9%) this
year. Well done, everyone.

A big shout out Year 8 students, who have
done brilliant reading this year, both through
Sparx Reader, as well as library books. YEAR
8 STUDENTS, YOU ARE OUR READING
CHAMPIONS!!

Please DO NOT stop reading over the
summer. Or if you don’t read – START
reading over the summer. Come to the
library and we will help you choose a book
you will love! And reading during the
holidays could win you some fun prizes if
you take part in our Summer Reading
BINGO Challenge.

Reading Champions will be announced at the Award Ceremony on Friday. Good luck!

Finally, to quote myself from one year ago:

“Have a Readspiring weekend and a READSPIRATIONAL summer😊”

Top Three Winners will receive: A book of their choice to keep (price up to £12) / Stickers and 
bookmarks / Sweet treats / Surprise gift.  Participant rewards: If you read at least 1 library book during 

the summer, you will receive a bookmark or stickers and MANY achievement points.

COME TO THE LIBRARY TO COLLECT YOUR BINGO SHEET.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 8 and Year 9
|Mrs Reddy
As another academic year comes to a close, we reflect
with pride and gratitude on everything our incredible Y8,
Y9 students and form tutors have achieved together.
Your enthusiasm, resilience, kindness and sense of
community have made this year truly special, and we
couldn't be prouder of all you have accomplished.

A heartfelt farewell goes to our wonderful form tutors,
Ms Shirley (Y9) and Mr Scott (Y8), who will be moving on
at the end of this term. Thank you for the care,
dedication and unwavering support you have shown
your tutees every day. Your encouragement, compassion
and commitment have made a lasting difference, and
your positive impact on our school community will be
……remembered for years to come. We will miss you greatly and wish you every success and happiness in
the exciting journey ahead.

A special celebration goes to our fantastic fundraising champions—Manuela, Lushun, Julia and Axel.
Week after week, you generously gave up your lunch breaks to organise fundraising stalls, encourage
your peers and support an incredibly important cause, helping to ensure that no child starts the
school day hungry. Your selflessness, teamwork and commitment embody the very best of our school
values. Thank you for making such a meaningful difference.

A huge thank you to Yulanda (Y9), whose willingness to help, cheerful attitude and positive spirit have
been invaluable across both year groups. No matter the task, you have always been ready to lend a
hand, and your enthusiasm has brightened every project you've been part of.

Finally, a huge round of applause for Eve, Rosmelia, Yves, Taliyah, Kenedy, Ganuli, Alex, Joshua, Lexie
and Sylvia. These students achieved the remarkable milestone of zero behaviour points this year. This
achievement reflects your consistency, maturity and commitment to making positive choices every
single day. Congratulations! You are exceptional role models, and we are incredibly proud of you.

Finally, thank you to everyone who has contributed to making this such a memorable year. We wish
all of our students, families and staff a restful, happy and well-deserved summer break.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Message for Year 7 | Mr
Cunningham
And just like that, we have reached the end of
the year. It feels like only yesterday that our
Year 7 students were walking through the doors
for the very first time — a little nervous, a little
uncertain, and full of potential. What a journey
it has been since then. Over the course of this
year, we have watched them grow in
confidence, in character, and in community.
They have risen to challenges, supported one
another, and time and again shown us what
they are made of. We could not be prouder.

This final week brought with it some truly
special memories. The Youlbury and Carmelite
retreat gave students the chance to step away
from the everyday, to reflect, to connect, and to
experience something genuinely meaningful
together — and the stories and moments they
brought back with them have been wonderful
to hear. It was a fitting way to close the chapter
on Year 7.

01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk
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Weekly Book Review by Lian
GREAT SUMMER READ!

Mia 960

Esther 959

Amelia-Grace 955

Rugeisa 953

Aseda 923

Sadew 909

Elia 887

Bella 879

Shashwat 867

7BN 17,476
7KR 16,843

7GKE 15,708
7ALW 12,171

This book is great! It’s
the first part to a thrilling
and humorous four-part
book series. It focuses
greatly on Greek
mythology and puts into
perspective the
personalities of these
deities in a simple and
silly way.

I found it hilarious and I still do. It was a
wonderful read and packed with thrilling
adventure!

In the individual
league, our top
ten is led by Mia,
coming so close
to the 1000
milestone!The results are in, and our

achievement point league leaders for
the year look like this, overall Year 7
amassed a staggering 62,198
achievement points this year!
Congratulations to 7BN, whose
………….

And now, as we look ahead, we do so with real excitement. These young people are ready for Year
8 — and Year 8 is ready for them. To our parents and families: thank you. Your support, trust, and
partnership throughout this year has meant a great deal. None of what we achieve together would
be possible without you. We wish everyone a safe, happy, and restful summer. You have all
earned it. See you in September!

consistency and focus led them to a fantastic victory this year!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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National Changes to Free School Meals 
from September 2026

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

The current transitional protection arrangements for Free School
Meals will end in July 2026. This means that pupils who are
currently receiving FSM will not automatically remain eligible
from September 2026. To continue receiving Free School Meals,
families will need to meet the revised eligibility criteria.

Expanded Eligibility from September 2026
From September 2026, all children living in households that receive Universal Credit will be eligible
for Free School Meals, regardless of household income.

If you believe that your child is eligible for free school meals, please complete the following

Google Form: Free School Meals Registration Form

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjCIlqtYVAW6KTEJdLfOpmu9N5rL-u5Czqf8oGIqtvhxgEhQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=114880101753819360032
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

School Lunch Accounts
Please remember to regularly check your child
has enough funds in their ParentPay lunch
accounts and if this is running low please top up.
Students will be unable to purchase food in the
restaurant if they do not have enough funds in
their account.

Please note that we are a cashless school and
cannot accept cash for lunch payments.

If you are having trouble accessing your
ParentPay account, please contact the school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Dates for your Diary
13 July | Thorpe Park Reward Trip

15 July | Culture Day

16 July | Sports Day

17 July | Awards Assemblies / Last day of Term (early finish)

20 July | Staff INSET Day – No students in school

13 August | A Level Results Day

20 August | GCSE / BTEC Results Day

1 September |  Staff INSET Day – No students in school

2 September |  Staff INSET Day – No students in school

Greyfriars Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars
Catholic School, please email our School Business
Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-
us/vacancies or visit: to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link.

DONATE

Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Vacancies

https://www.birminghamdioces
e.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/

jobs

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/jobs
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Donnington Doorstep Family Centre has reopened 
its free Youth Club for young people in OX4.

We offer a safe, welcoming space with activities, 
support, and a free hot meal each session.

Open Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Please see our poster for parental permission 
details.

PARENTS to COMPLETE FORM

YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out form 

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=NhOtH3DkOEqi_X-gJiFfeLNoWr5d-85JuBgsozpLQYJUQ0YyQ1c5MEVNM0JUWDU0VjJZR01VNTVWQi4u&route=shorturl
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